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Eucalypts Disease in Thailand and Options for Reducing Their Impact
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Abstract

Eucalyptus species are of major economic, social and environmental importance to
the Southeast Asian region, and Thailand in particular. The most commonly grown species is
Eucalyptus camaldulensis with a present plantation area of no less than 350,000 ha. Major
losses due to fungal pathogens occurred where E. camaldulensis was grown in uniform and
genetically susceptible stands. Fungal diseases are a major problem in all growth stages.
Seed was destroyed by both parasitic and saprophytic fungi, and at least 25 species of fungi
have been found to cause damage to foliage, shoots, twigs, branches and stems. The most
significant diseases in the plantations are leaf and shoot blight caused by Cryptosporiopsis
eucalypti and branch and stem cankers associated with fungi of the ‘coelomycete’ and
ascomycete groups. Disease management using chemotherapy was found helpful in
controlling and minimizing damage to nursery stock. In plantations, the most effective control
method is to select for resistance to local pathogens through the use of species,
provenance, progeny and clonal trials. Selection of leaf and shoot blight disease resistant

clones has been carried out in some experimental trials with E. camaldulensis.



