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Diversity and Utilization of Mushrooms in Mae Ping National Park
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Abstract

Mae Ping National Park is located in northern Thailand and composes of many kinds
of forest, such as evergreen forests and deciduous forests. The study of diversity of
mushrooms was carried out by surveying in 5 permanent plots in mixed deciduous and
Dipterocarp deciduous forests. Each permanent plot area was 10,000 square meters (1 ha).
The survey was done once a month during rainy season 2010 (June 2010 to August 2010.)

Results of the survey revealed 155 mushroom species in total, which 139 species
could be identified. The identified mushrooms were classified to 52 genera, 25 families,

8 orders, 2 subclasses and 1 class. All of them were divided into 5 groups according
to their roles and functions in the forest ecosystem, namely, saprophytic mushrooms 69

species, ectomycorrhizal mushrooms 60 species, termite mushrooms 5 species, plant



parasitic mushrooms 3 species and unknown roles and function 10 species. There were at
least 40 species can be classified on edible or medicinal mushrooms.

Results of the study are useful for preparing the field guide to mushrooms of Mae
Ping National Park and collecting into biodiversity database of Department of National Parks,
Wildlife and Plant Conservation.
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