ABSTRACT

Effects of forest fire on communities settled in headwaters area was investigated by
collection of concerning information and using questionnaires to interview the people at
Rim Si Muang subdistrict Khoakor district, Petchabun province Ni Veang subdistrict
Veangkour district, Khonkhen province Lin Tin subdistrict Thong Pha Phum district,
Khanchanaburi province and Mu Sri subdistrict Pak Chong district, Nakhonratchasrima
province from March 2003 to May 2005. This study included the realization and
understandings about forest fire of the people as well as effects of forest fire on their
communities on their point of view.

It was found that most of the people are farmers and rely on forest for foods.
Thay have well forest resource and forest fire. The forest fire was found mostly to cause
from land preparation of the farmers and hunting. Most of the people realize that forest fire
will cause damages to both forest trees and their orchard and properties

Most of the people do not have any participation in forest fire management. They
have very little participation in forest fire planning and lack equipments for stopping forest
fires. They do not understand about transferring authorities on forest fire management to
local organization and they are not confident that forest fire will be lessened for there are
no professional forest fire control personnel. Most of them still want governmental
agencies to be in charge and assist in operation as well.

The community those are located at the bounder of forest areas, forest fire burned
trees and fuel of community forest resulting in degraded forest. Moreover, the forest fire
risks their health due to the smoke cased poorer air quality, even there were no effect on

their occupations. The smoke also affected on visibility and tourism.
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